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subways fob underground work
In town areas the objections to disturbance of carriage-way and
footpath are particularly serious, and it is necessary to devise some
method of minimizing the inconvenience to pedestrians and traffic
as much as possible The most important proposal which has yet
been made towards the solution of this problem is the provision of
subways to contain gas, water, electricity, and P 0. mains, as shown
in Fig. 133. This would enable access to be obtained throughout
the whole length by entering the subway at manhole stations. In
the centre of the city such subways would permit of renewals, repairs,
connections, and the fullest possible access and inspection through-
out the whole length, without any interference or inconvenience* on
the surface.
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fig. 133, — shallow subways fob, gas, water astd othbr mains.
In order to eliminate the risk of explosion due to gas leakage,
adequate ventilation, as in the case of sewers, is essential.
The initial cost of the subway should be borne by each of the
departments concerned, and whilst this expenditure may appear to
be greater than the cost of laying the same mains in the ground
under the footpath, the subsequent saving will more than repay the
cost incurred in the construction of the subway. The dimensions
of the subway should be sufficient to contain several lines of electricity
supply cables of various pressures ; Post Office cables ; and gas- and
water-mains up to 12-in. diameter. Space should also be left to
allow sufficient clearance for a man to pass along easily.
The provision of a subway in town areas would, among its other
advantages, largely prevent the external corrosion of the pipes or
mains.
Manhole Shafts.
These should be provided at convenient intervals and at important
junctions of mains, so that access for pipes and other materials may
be obtained without having to travel any great length of the sub-

